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assume that the conditions and the requisites of man's welfare
have been certainly established, and are therefore a sanctity
only to be safeguarded. It speculates imaginatively on modes,
not of preserving a good already reached, but of enlarging and
extending the possibilities of this and other kinds of good. Its
heroes (or heroines, to give them the dues of their sex) are
voyagers in pursuit of a happiness not yet attained, a brave new
world wherein man's lite may be fuller, his sensations more
exquisite and his joys more widespread, more lasting, and so
more humane. But as the discoverer reaches this higher bliss,
he (or rather she) is making his conquests in these realms of
the spirit accessible not only to himself but to all others in
whom he has inspired the same way of apprehending existence.
He has not merely preserved the good which was; he has
refined, varied, and widely extended it. Hence Shakespearian
comedy is not finally satiric; it is poetic. It is not conservative;
it is creative. The way of it is that of the imagination rather
than that of pure reason. It is MI artist's vision, not a critic's
exposition*

But though the ultimate world of Shakespeare's comedy is
romantic, poetic, and imaginative, it is by no means unsub-
stantial and fantastic. The forest of Ardcn is no conventional
Arcadia, Its inhabitants arc not exempt from the penalty of
Adam, Winter, rough weather, the season's differences, the icy
fang and churlish chiding of the winter's wind invade Arden as
often as they invade this hemisphere of ours* Nor does manna
fall to it from heaven. One may come by a sufficient sustenance
of flesh, if one has the weapons and die impulse to make a
breach in the conventionality of idyllic Nature by killing its
own creatures, the decr> to whom the forest is the assigned and
native dwelling-place, Arden, too, is not ignorant of the
earthly landlordism which cramps the labourers* life with
harshness:

My master is of churlish disposition
And little recks to find the way to heaven
By doing deeds of hospitality*